Dear friends and family,

'I will say of the Lord, "He is my refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust."'     -    Psalm 91:2

Many of you may have heard or read in the news about the recent riots in Jos. There were extensive clashes throughout Friday and Saturday (28th and 29th Nov) between rival ethnic and religious groups in the city following local government elections. Initial reports suggest that the death toll is well over 300. Many cars, homes, churches and mosques have been burned and authorities have imposed a 6pm-8am curfew until further notice, with some areas having a 24-hour curfew. There is now a heavy military presence in the city and since Sunday afternoon things have been fairly calm, with traffic and pedestrians returning to the streets in many areas. The atmosphere is still tense, and some areas are no-go, but on the whole, things appear to be slowly returning to normal. I have been teaching at TCNN yesterday and today, but Hillcrest has decided not to resume until Wednesday next week (10th) because of a forthcoming Muslim holiday. We thank the Lord for the security forces who have shown incredible bravery in restoring the peace.

Fortunately for us, the violence began shortly before we, and most of our colleagues, were due to leave for work early on the Friday morning. As reports came in via text-messaging, it became evident that leaving the house would not be safe, and so most of us were able to stay at home. For the next 48 hours or so, we just sat and waited and prayed and tried to get as much info as we could on what was happening. The radio stations were not particularly informative, not wanting to antagonise either side and thereby escalate the violence. Instead they mainly played songs about peace and unity! Although we could hear gunfire and sirens and could see the smoke of burning buildings from our garden, we personally felt safe throughout the riots. The closest the rioting got to us was at the end of our road, about a quarter of a mile away. Obviously we were concerned for our friends who live in the trouble spots. Many families, including several missionaries, had to flee their homes. One missionary compound around the corner from us took in about 400 refugees. 

Hospitals are now overwhelmed and are struggling to cope with the injured. The stories we are hearing about the violence are truly horrific. Please pray for healing for the hundreds of people who must be going through unimaginable physical and emotional suffering right now.

An inter-agency emergency response team was due to meet yesterday to coordinate relief efforts to the estimated 25,000 displaced people who fled the violence. Pray that those in charge of this will be as effective as possible in getting relief to those most in need. Over the coming days and weeks, there will no doubt be many opportunities for us to help in some way. Pray that we will be open and responsive to the Lord's prompting.

Thank you for your prayers. Really, they DO make a difference, no matter how ordinary they feel to you!

Much love,

Matthew and Rachel
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